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Dr Gábor Soós is currently Head of Division of World Heritage Affairs and International 
Cooperation at the Gyula Forster National Centre for Cultural Heritage Management and is 
the Secretary of  the Hungarian World Heritage Commission.  He has acquired over ten 
years a wide ranging professional experience in the implementation of the World Heritage 
Convention in Hungary and internationally with the involvement of different stakeholders 
(communities,  business  sector,  NGOs,  public  agencies,  etc.)  and  used  this  experience 
during  the  elaboration  of  the  Hungarian  World Heritage  Act  of  2011.  As  vice-Chair  of  
intergovernmental experts meeting for drafting the  Convention for the Safeguarding of  
Intangible  Heritage (2002-2003)  he also contributed actively  in  the elaboration of  that 
normative instrument. He publishes and teaches on different aspects of cultural heritage 
management,  including its contribution to sustainable and human development and he 
was instrumental in establishing the Summer course on the Management of Cultural World  
Heritage Sites in the framework of the Visegrad Countries’ Cooperation (CZ, HU, SK, PL).

Dr Gábor Soós has an educational background in the humanities and social sciences (Ph.D. 
English  Literature,  Budapest,  ELTE  (2010);  D.E.A.  in  Philosophy,  Université  de  Paris-
Sorbonne, Paris 4 (1999); M.A. in English, (1996) ELTE), and worked both as an academic 
and as a civil servant and diplomat. He served four years as diplomat and later as Deputy  
Permanent Delegate of Hungary to UNESCO (2002-2006); he was Alternate Member of the 
Executive  Board  of  UNESCO  (2004-2006).  He  has  been  Associate  Fellow  of  Collegium 
Budapest,  Institute for Advanced Study to  organise  an international  conference on the 
Management of Historic Urban Landscapes (2008). He is currently in charge of a project on 
urban heritage management in the Central Europe area in the framework of the Central 
Europe Programme of the European Union financed by the ERDF. As a UNESCO-certified 
expert in capacity-building, he also facilitates workshops for public authorities in Central 
and  South-Eastern  Europe  and  advises  communities  on  safeguarding  their  intangible 
cultural heritage, including inventory-making and sub-regional cooperation.


