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Abstract:

The course analyses Central European societies and their culture from various angles. Students will have a chance to operationalize term Central Europe and increase their knowledge of history of Cenral European countries and their cultural heritage. The course focuses on European culture as represented in Central Europe and analyses historical roots of civic and political cultures in Central Europe. Students will be acquainted with developments of civil society in Central Europe and its reflection on everyday culture. The course focuses also on terms ethnicity and nation, on studying banal nationalism, symbolic exclusion, and tribal thinking in conceptualization of minority policies of Central European countries. The course is describing how language of conceptualization of the term nation is primordial and it draws what is the chance of potential change - redefinition of the core solidarity based on ethnicity to core solidarity based on modern citizenship. In Central European countries, the process of national self-determination since 19th century has been more on the ethnic and cultural side than on the civic and territorial one. Central European reality can be characterized by the notion "Kulturnation" (broad cultural community), rather than "Staatsnation" (self-determining political nation). 
Organization of the Course:

The course „Society and Culture in Central Europe“is organized in the form of a lecture (2 x 90 minutes) and workshop (2 x 90 minutes) per day, altogether 32 teaching hours. Students have elementary texts in an electronic form.    

Conditions for completing a course:   

1. PPT presentation  

2. Defense of the PPT thesis  

Syllabus “Society and Culture in Central Europe”
Day 1 (Monday): 

Session 1: (10 – 13)
Realm of Central Europe
· Magosci, Paul Robert: “Eastern, East-Central, or Central Europe: Where is it and What is it?” Calendar-Almanac National Slovak Society of the USA, Vol. 113, Pp. 128 - 140.

· Kundera, Milan: “The Tragedy of Central Europe,” New York Review of Books. (1984) V. 31, No. 7, April 26, 1984.
· Wandycz, Piotr S.: “The Price of Freedom: A History of East-Central Europe from the Middle Ages to the Present”. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (2001), Pp. 186-227.

Session 2: (14 – 17)
History of Central European Countries 

· Johnson, Lonnie R.: “Central Europe: Enemies, Neighbors, Friends”. (2001) Chapters 9, 11 and 12.

· Davies, Norman: “Europe: A History”, New York: Harper Perennial (1998), Pp. 1057-1136.
· Wandycz, Piotr S.: “The Price of Freedom: A History of East-Central Europe from the Middle Ages to the Present”. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan (2001), Pp. 227-250.

Day 2 (Tuesday): 

Session 3: (10 – 13)
Historical Roots of Civic and Political Culture in Central Europe
· Almond, Gabriel - Verba, Sidney: “The Civic Culture.” Princeton: Princeton University Press (1963). Chapter 1. 
· Tismaneanu, Vladimir: “Fantasies of Salvation: Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-Communist Europe.” Princeton University Press (1998). Chapters 1 and 2. 
· Uslaner, Eric: „Trust And Civic Engagement in East and West.“ Penn Press (2004). Preface.
Session 4: (14 – 17)
Civil society in Central Europe and its Cultural Implications  

· Kaldor, Mary: “Global Civil Society: An Answer to War.” Cambridge: Polity Press (2003). Pp.1-49.
· Salomon, Lester M. - Anheier, Helmut K.: “The Emerging Sector”. Baltimore: John Hopkins University (1994). Chapter 1.
· Sztompka, Piotr: “Civilizational Incompetence: The Trap of Post-Communist Societies.” Zeitschrift für Soziologie, 22, 2, (1993). Pp. 85-95.
Day 3 (Wednesday):

Session 5: (10 – 13)   
Perception of Ethnicity and Religion in Central Europe  
· Anderson, Benedict: “Imagined Communities”. New York: Verso, (1996). Pp. 1-7.

· Berghe, van den, Pierre: “Race and Ethnicity: A Socio-Biological Perspective”. In: Ethnic and Racial Studies, 1/ 4 (1978), Pp. 402-409. 

· Eriksen, Thomas Hylland: “Ethnicity, race and nation.” In: Montserrat Guibernau - John Rex (eds). The Ethnicity Reader. Cambridge, Polity Press, (1997). Pp. 15-26.  

· Weber, Max: “What is an ethnic group?” In: Montserrat Guibernau - John Rex (eds). The Ethnicity Reader. Cambridge, Polity Press, (1997). Pp. 15-26. 

Session 6: (14 – 17)
Perception of Nation in Central Europe
· Eriksen, Thomas Hylland: “Multiculturalism, Individualism and Human Rights: Romanticism, the Enlightenment and Lessons from Mauritius” in Wilson, R. A (ed.) Human Rights, Culture and context. Anthropological Perspectives. London: Pluto Press. (1997). Pp. 49-69. 

· Gellner, Ernest: “Nations and Nationalism”. Chapter 2: Nationalism and High Cultures. Blackwell, Oxford (1983). Pp. 55-62. 
· Miller, David: “On Nationality.” Oxford: Clarendon Press. (1995). Pp. 119-154.

Day 4 (Thursday):
Session 7: (10 – 17)
Citizenship and Inclusiveness in Central Europe
· Faulks, Keith: “Citizenship”. Routledge: London. (2000), Pp.1-28.
· Fehér, Ferenc - Heller, Agnes: “Naturalization or „Culturalization“?” In: Bauböck, Rainer (ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. European Centre: Vienna (1994). 

· Martiniello, Marco: “Citizenship of the European Union. A Critical View”. In: Bauböck, Rainer (ed). From Aliens to Citizens. Redefining the Status of Immigrants in Europe. European Centre: Vienna (1994).
Session 8: (14 – 17) 
PPT presentations of students  
