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Intercultural Communication 

Course Description 

 

Academic Year: 2010/2011 

Lecturer: György Csepeli, Gergő Prazsák, ELTE 
Credits: 5 

Content: 
The course is aimed at to introducing students into the world of intercultural communication 

by using the paradigm of the socially constructed reality. Being the „second nature” of man 

culture is conceived as the key element of the paradigm concerned determining the pattern 

of organization of meaning, defining the borders of the taken for granted reality beyond that 

there is no familiarity and sense of being at home. Instead, strangeness, abnormality and 

unacceptability prevail. Paradoxically enough, as a result of globalization cultures are 

brought more close to each other while simultaneously they are getting more distant to each 

other. Cognitive conflicts between different cultural constructions of reality become more 

salient. As a consenquence malignant social psychological processes stemming from 

historical and sociological conflicts will flame making difficult cooperation and understanding 

between groups of different cultural background. The course will resort to resources of 

theory, empirical research and everyday experience.  Students will explore social 

psychological theories of intergroup relations that describe the flow-chart of intercultural 

conflict from misunderstanding to destructive entitlement. Based on the results of most 

recent comparative cross-national empirical socological research of value systems (WVS, 

EVS, ESS) models of cultural regions will be tested (J. Szűcs, S. Huntington). In order to bring 

closer the symptoms of intercultural conflict social psychological experiments will be carried 

out among the students. Rich multimeda material will demonstrate the mechanism of closed 

mind including stereotyping and prejudice formation resulting in one-dimensional, 

oversimplified pictures of the „Other” that suggests false dominance hierarchy between 

groups. At the end of the course conflict resolution practices will be shown. Special empasize 

will be given to the new communication technologies that result in profound changes in 

social reality as well. 

 
Major topics: 

 Man as a undetermined being 

 Culture as a means of human self-determinations 

 Culture and action 

 „Gemeinschaft” type of social organizations 

 „Gesellschaft” type of social organizations 

 The transition from community to society 
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 The emergence of the individual will 

 Institutions of modernizaton 

 System and lifeword 

 „Post-Gemeinschaft” symptoms in modern politics 

 Dimensions of intercultural conflict 

 Flow-chart of the intercultural conflict 

 Old and new authoritarianism 

 Models of the modern nation state 

 Social entropy and resistance to social entropy 

 Construction of the intergroup borders 

 Minority groups 

 Elites and underclass minority groups  

 Genocide 

 Value systems in the world  

 Individualism and collectivism 

 „Passive”, „active” and „rebel” patterns of life 

 The three historic regions of Europe today 

 Enhancing the level of intercultural communication (school, new media, civil society, 
business, government) 

Bibliography: 

Mandatory Readings: 

Allport, G.W. 1954. The nature of prejudice. New York: Basic Books 

Berger, P., Luckmann, T. 1966. The Social Construction of Social Reality. A Treatise in the 

Sociology of Knowledge. Garden City, N.Y, Anchor Books. 

Horowitz, D. 1985. Ethnic groups in conflict. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Huntington, S. 1996. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. New York: 

Simon and Schuster 

Szűcs, J 1983. The three historical regions of Europe: An Outline. Acta Historica 
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Recommended Readings: 

Hofstede, G., Hofstede, J.G., M, Minkov, M. 2010.  Culture and Organizations: Software of 

the Mind: Revised and expanded 3rd Ed. New York? McGraw Hill. 

Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussion 

Examination method: preparation of PPP presentation of a selected problem and oral 

defense 
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Didactic support tools: power point presentations, hand-outs, films,internet resurces 

Teaching language: English 

 


