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Content: 
Globalization and Europeanization are two terms with buzzword status – everyone uses 

them, but all too few understand their true meaning. This course corrects such a state of 

affairs, and does so in two steps. We begin by developing some conceptual tools for linking 

the global and European to the national and domestic. Then we look at a series of instances 

where globalization and Europeanization appear to have been at work. These include the 

international political economy, global human rights, security policy, and – within Europe – 

how the European Union hits home on its member states. 

The course is designed to help students better understand the complex interplay between 

the global and European on the one hand, and deeply rooted national ‘stuff’ on the other. To 

this end, it has three, more specific goals. First, the course will emphasize complexities and 

nuances in the effects of and debates over globalization and Europeanization; its analytics 

and empirics will be cast in greys instead of in black and white. Second, lectures will explore 

the nexus between domestic politics and global/European dynamics. After all, the latter 

matter when they work their effects through national policies, institutions, values or 

identities, or are assessed using standards of legitimacy and democracy based on the nation 

state. Third, the course will emphasize that globalization and Europeanization are playing 

out in multiple issues areas beyond the purely economic. While the latter is crucially 

important, it needs to be put in context - for example, by exploring the globalization of 

human-rights discourses or the Europeanization of security policies. 
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Didactic method: lecture, seminar, group discussion 

Examination method: Class performance and case studies 50%, final written test: 50% 

Didactic support tools: power point presentations 

Teaching language: English 

 


