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◦ "There is no such thing as being non-political. Just by making a 

decision to stay out of politics you are making the decision to allow 

others to shape politics and exert power over you. And if you are 

alienated from the current political system, then just by staying out of 

it you do nothing to change it, you simply entrench it."

(Joan Elizabeth Kirner at Women Into Power Conference, Adelaide, October 1994)



Prime Minister- The discourse on 
nature of sexes (Fitrat)

◦ “You cannot put women and men on an equal footing 

… it's against nature. They were created differently”. 

◦ “You can't get a woman to work in every job that a man does, 

like they did in communist regimes in the past… You can't put a 

pickaxe and a shovel in their hand and get them to work”

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/11/women-blast-erdogan-over-hate-

crime-20141126104444682533.html



Fatima Mernissi, Muslim Feminist

◦ The wealth of historical evidence favorable to women with the 

discrimination presently experienced by women under 

fundamentalist movements, in which injustice against women 

attains the status of a sanctified act. She argues that women’s 

passivity, seclusion and marginal place in such Muslim societies 

has nothing to do with Muslim tradition and is, on the contrary, ‘a 

contemporary ideological production 

◦ Madigan, Patricia. “Women Negotiating Modernity: A Gender Perspective on 

Fundamentalisms in Catholicism and Islam”. Islam and Christian–Muslim Relations, Vol. 

20, No. 1, 1–20, January 2009



Ugur Isilak, deputy candidate, 
outregous speech in line with Prime minister

◦ I strongly believe that those feminists, all of them, have a secret desire in their 

heart to be enchanted to a man, to her husband, to be a slave of him, a 

subject of him, to belong to him. These feelings are in the nature (fitrat) of 
women, and behaving as if these feelings do not exist is against nature. 

Therefore, these feminists are not happy at all. The nature of women wants to 

be depended. However, the nature of man is not like that. Man possess 

woman but woman belongs to men.

◦ http://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/video/video/248019/AKP_nin_adayi_Ugur_Isilak__Kadini

n_fitratinda_kole_olmak_var.html#



Prime Minister – Abortion discourses

◦ “I consider abortion to be murder. No-one should have the right to 
allow this to happen… there is no difference between killing a baby in 
its mother's stomach and killing a baby after birth”

◦ “The Prime Minister should stop behaving like the guardian of the 
vagina”. 

◦ “ As a man, I was ashamed and my face flushed while a woman 
deputy who is married and a mother, was speaking about her genital 
organ (vagina)”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1T-ANhlXbFM, http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-
18297760

http://www.spiegel.de/international/europe/turkish-prime-minister-erdogan-targets-women-s-
rights-a-839568.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1T-ANhlXbFM
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-18297760


Rape- Abortion discourses

◦ “a mother who considered abortion should "kill her herself instead 

and not let the child bear the brunt of her mistake”. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/jun/03/turkish-women-rally-abortion-ban

◦ “AKP lawmaker Ayhan Sefer Üstün, the head of Parliament’s 

Human Rights Commission, upped the ante in supporting the 

minister, arguing in remarks to daily Akşam that killing the baby 

in the mother’s womb is a greater crime than the deeds of the 

rapist.”

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/akps-support-for-babies-born-of-rape-fuels-

uproar.aspx?pageID=238&nID=22089&NewsCatID=338



Islam-Abortion

◦ The early abortion have been mostly permitted by Islamic 

scholars but still has been considered as wrong but not a 

sanctioned wrong. The Quran does not propose an exact law 

against abortion but there are some references that could be 

interpreted in relation to abortion. Some scholars even consider 

abortion as permissible if the mother is a victim of abortion and 

incest. In the case of late abortion, after 120 days, Islam still gives 

priority to the mother’s life and sees permissible the abortion if her 

life is in danger. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/islamethics/abortion_1.shtml



Abortion in Practise

◦ Activists from the Purple Roof women’s shelter in Istanbul found 

that only three out of 37 state hospitals agreed to provide non-

emergency terminations, of which only one offered abortions 

between the eighth and 10th week of gestation, when surgery 

becomes necessary. Under Turkish law, hospitals are authorized 

to terminate pregnancies up until the 10th week.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/feb/04/istanbul-hospitals-refuse-abortions-

government-attitude



BIAS IN RAPE CASES

◦ In most cases the perpetrator asked for remission and they claimed that were 

under aggravated provocation or the victim gave wrong signal as if she 

consented to be with them in rape cases or they were seducing them sexually. 

In some cases, these men really got remissions. 

◦ However, there happened women perpertrators who killed their husbands or 

rapers because of the severe harrasments they went through like the cases of 

Cilem Dogan and Havva C. They both killed their abusers to save themselves 

because they lost their hope from laws after they continued to be abused 

even when they asked for police protection and not provided a proper one. 

◦ However, the same legal system that proposed violent men remission, did not 

behave equally to the women even if they commited the crime to protect 

themselves. 



DISCOURSES OF POLITICIANS OVER THE LAW ITSELF

◦ In countries that do not have a settled egalitarian and democratic tradition in political 

and public life like Turkey, the discourses of leading politicians can be ahead of the 

legacy and the constitution in some cases as it is discussed in this paper. 

◦ They can form a kind of indirect control over the public and institution and could cause 

them to act against law. Therefore, it has a vital importance that the politicians should 

have discourses in line with the legal system and they first themselves should not break 

the laws with their jargons and discourses. If they do, they will cause victims to suffer as 

it is happening in Turkey in the women rights cases. 
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